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Growth situation of Tribulus terretris L, within the protected area in Imabari City, Ehime Prefecture

Katsushi NARIMATSU

Tribulus terretris L, is designated as a specified rare wild fauna and flora in the "Ehime Prefecture
Ordinance on Conservation of Diversity of Wild Fauna and Flora," and its natural habitat, Odagahama,
Imabari City, is designated as a protected area. In this study, we investigated the growth of Tribulus terretris
L. in this protected area. Since the number of growing sites was limited even within the protected area, we
surveyed the sites with a large number of growing plants, and found that the number of plants was higher
on the cobblestone pathway side of the survey site and lower on the beach side, away from the cobblestone
pathway. One possible reason for this is that seeds dropped on the beach move toward the cobblestone
pathway due to wind and other factors. However, seeds that have moved onto the cobblestone pathway

cannot grow, which may reduce the number of plants growing in the protected area in the long term.
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