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Epidemiology and chemical control of sooty spot of kiwifruit caused by
Pseudocercospora actinidiae Deighton in Ehime prefecture

Masuyo Mohri and Tsuyoshi Shinozaki

Summary

Kiwifruit sooty spot is a fungal disease caused by Pseudocercospora actinidiae Deighton. The
symptoms appeared as small dark spot, and they expanded one cm spot with dark mycelial masses on
under leaf surface. On fruit, sunken spots expanded to two cm wide. The same symptoms were
observed in Ehime prefecture in 2008.

To control this disease, the seasonal variations in emergence of symptom and prevention
technologies by the agricultural chemicals were investigated. The appearances of sooty spots were
observed from early July to harvesting time on both leaf and fruit. Furthermore, sooty spots and
concave lesions developed in storage period after harvest. The tolerance degree for this disease in
some kiwifruit species was different. “‘Hort16A’ is most sensitive and ‘Hayward’ is tolerant compared
to the other kiwifruit species. The fungicides benomyl and kresoxim-methyl were effective, and at
least two times sprays from June to August were necessary to control this disease on orchard.
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