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Bird Control in Citrus Orchard
No.1 Annual Population Fluctuations and Fruit Damage by Birds
in Citrus Belts of Ehime Prefecture

Sunao lkeuchi Hiroaki Ogihara Yoshihisa Ohmasa Seiichi Kubota and Ronpei Ohnishi

Summary

Annual population fluctuations and fruit damage by brown-eared bulbuls were investigated in the
orchards in the Matsuyama and Misaki districts from 1997 to 1999. Fruit consumption by birds in the
forest of the Shigenobu district was also examined for two years.

Brown-eared bulbuls were present at low densities throughout all the districts from May to September.
However, a sharp population increase occurred in October and a large population remained thereafter
until the following April. Damage to Satsuma mandarin fruit varied remarkably in the Matsuyama
district, and the cumulative damage reached 42.2% for the extremely early type, 7.6% for the early type,
and 6.1% for the common type in 1998. Damage varied depending on the Kiyomi tangor was observed in
the Misaki district in 1998. Damage occurred from late December to late February (harvest season).

Almost all fruits in the forest of Shigenobu were eaten in winter. The onset of the feeding varied
depending on tree species and year, and almost all fruits were completely consumed within a short

period.
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