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Epidemiological Study on Influenza in Ehime Prefecture during The 2000/2001 Season

Yasutaka YAMASHITA, Kimi YOSHIDA, Reiko KONDO,
Mitsuaki OSETO, Tadao ASAI, Hiroo INOUYE

An epidemic of influenza during the 2000/2001 season in Ehime prefecture was due to mixture
of three types viruses. Isolation of influenza viruses began late in January 2001 and continued
until May 2001, and 173 strains of type B, 25 strains of type A(H1N1)and 16 strains of type A
(H3N2)were isolated during the epidemic period. The majority of type B showed a similar HA
antigenicity to variant strain B/Sichuan/379/99. Most of type A(H1N1, H3N2) showed a
similar HA antigenicity to the respective vaccine strain.

HI test of 231 sera collected from residents before this epidemic was conducted. The HI
antibody prevalence rate (=1:40) against vaccine strain B/Yamanashi/166/98 was from 37 to 65
percent for ten to thirty-nine of age groups, but that against epidemic strain B/Ehime/32/2001
was quite low in all age groups tested
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