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Continuous epidemiological surveillance of viral infections among children

Reiko KONDO Kimi YOSHIDA Yasutaka YAMASHITA
Mitsuaki OSETO Hiroo INOUYE

Infectious agents of viral diseases were continuously surveyed. In 2002, 467 viruses (35.1%)
(129 enteroviruses, 44 adenoviruses, 206 influenzaviruses, 15 mumpsviruses, 43 RS viruses, 19
measlesviruses and 11 herpes simplex virus typel) were isolated by cell culture method from
1,331 specimens tested. And by electron microscopy (EM) and/or RT-PCR, 213(43.4%) out of
491 fecal specimens tested were positive of diarrhea viruses; Among them,125 (58.7%) were
Noroviruses (NV), 11 (5.2%) were Sapoviruses (SV), 55 (25.8%) were rotaviruses (HRV), 5
(2.3%) were astroviruses, and 17 (8.0%) were adenoviruses.

A large epidemic of aseptic meningitis occurred with echo virus 13type in summer, and adult
measles occurred with measles virus genotype H1 frequently since November 2002.

Two small epidemics of Hand Foot and Mouse disease (HFMD) caused by Coxsackie virus A
16 (CA16) and herpangina caused by CA4 were occurred in summer.

Influenza in 2001/2002 season showed mixed epidemics of type AHI, type AH3, and type B,
while that in 2002/2003 season showed mixed epidemics of type AH3 and type B. The main
etiological agent for both seasons was type AHS3.

These information of the surveillance contribute to diagnosing diseases and promoting public

health.
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