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The First Notified Case of Japanese spotted Fever in Ehime prefecture

Reiko KONDO, Mitsuaki OSETO, Yasutaka YAMASHITA, Chitoshi TOYOSHIMA
Hiroo INOUYE, Seizo CHIYA, Yoshinori TANAKA, Toshihumi KONDO

It is well known that Japanese spotted fever (JSF) occured considerably nearby Kochi and Tokushima

prefecture. Two patients were notified first in Ehime prefecture in Auguest, 2003, in which the first case was

a 60-year-old woman at Hojo city and the second case was a 53-year-old woman at Uwajima city.

Those clinical symptoms on admission were high fever, erythematous eruption, hepatosplenomegaly and

positive of Weil-Felix reaction by antigen ; OX2. Serodiagnoses of the acute-and convalescent-phase sera with

indirect immunofluorscence assay using Orientia tsutsugamushi antigen (Gilliam, Karp, Kato, Kawasaki,

Kuroki strains) and Rickettsia japonica antigen (YH strain) showed both JSF positive.

These two patients were infected around their own places of residence in common, independently. We

propose that careful monitoring of JSF and surveillance of ticks which were vectors of the rickettsia should be

done. These information of the surveillance may contribute to diagnose the disease and promote public health.
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