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Detection of Viruses from Sporadic Infectious Gastroenteritis and Outbreaks
during 2006/2007 Season in Ehime Prefecture

Yuka OOTSUKA, Takako ICHIKAWA, Chitoshi TOYOSHIMA, Reiko KONDO
Mitsuaki OSETO, Hiroo INOUYE

Cases of infectious gastroenteritis in ehime prefecture, under the National Epidemiological surveillance

of Infectious Diseases (NESID) in the 2006/2007 season, started to markedly increase from November, as

other areas of Japan, approximately one month earlier than average year. Norovirus (NV) is classified into
genogroups (G) I -V .G I and G II cause human infection. In 2006/2007 NV (G ) was pandemic. The
numbers of NV (G 1I) detected by PCR (polymerase chain reaction) from patients with gastroenteritis rapidly

increased from November in ehime prefecture. NV from outbreaks of gastroenteritis in 2006 were mainly G
I as sporadic cases. G II /4 was detected in 22 (69%) of 32 sporadic cases and 7 (70%) of 10 outbreaks, in
which G T genotypes was identified by nucleotide sequencing. NV epidemic during 2006/2007 season was

caused by G 1I /4 variants having new mutation.
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