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An outbreak of gastroenteritis associated with Cryptosporidium meleagridis
among high school students of dormitory in ehime, Japan
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In August 2006, the outbreak of gastroenteritis occurred among high school students of the baseball and

soccer members lived in a dormitory. During August 20 to 23, 19 of 34 boarding students became ill with

diarrhea, abdominal pain, and vomiting. Of 19 fecal samples from symptomatic individuals, three samples

showed positive for Cryprosporidium with fluorescence microscopy. PCR products targeting the 18S rRNA gene

were obtained from only one individual who showed positive for Cryptosporidium oocysts. Sequencing of the

PCR products produced sequences identical to that of C. meleagridis. This report suggested the first outbreak

case that C. meleagridis is potential causative agent.
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