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Molecular epidemiological analysis of human bocavirus infections in Ehime prefecture

Miki KAN, Satomi AOKI, Yasutaka YAMASHITA, Msashi HATTORI,
Toshihiro OHKURA, Hiroto SHINOMIYA

Human bocavirus (HBoV) was newly discovered virus that was first identified from nasopharyngeal specimens of

patients in 2005. Since then, there has been growing evidence that HBoV is associated with lower respiratory tract

infections in children. In this study, we investigated the presence of HBoV by PCR in clinical specimens sampled from

pharyngeal swab fluid in Ehime prefecture from 2011 to 2014 and performed molecular epidemiological analysis of the

detected HBoV. Nine patients (2.0%) among 443 patients tested positive for HBoV. Seven samples among the nine were

drawn from February to May in 2012, and the remaining two were drawn in April 2013. The nine patients were from 0 to

2 yearsold, and 7, 1 and 1 of them were diagnosed with lower respiratory infections, unidentified fever and unidentified

skin rashes, respectively. It was also found that 2 of 9 strains belong to HBoV group 1 while 7 strains to group 2. The

above findings suggest that HBoV infections have been spreading among children in Ehime.
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