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Investigetion of the distribution of ticks in Ehime prefecture

Miki KAN, Fumi MIZOTA, Yasutaka YAMASHITA,
Masashi HATTORI, Toshihiro OHKURA, Hiroto SHINOMIYA

We carried out survey of the distribution of ticks in Ehime prefecture from October 2013 to March 2015. The target

area of the survey included Uwajima city, Ozu city, Ikata town, Matsuyama city and Toon city, where tick-borne diseases

such as severe fever with thrombocytopenia syndrome (SFTS) and Japanese spotted fever have occurred. As a result, the

percentage of collected ticks in each area were as follows. Haemaphysalis flava, Haemaphysalis formosensis and

Haemaphysalis longicornis each accounted for about 30% of the total ticks obtained in Uwajima city. Likewise,

Haemaphysalis flava accounted for more than 55% in both Ozu city and Ikata town. In contrast, in Matsuyama city,

Haemaphysalis formosensis and Haemaphysalis hystricis accounted for about 3040% and Haemaphysalis flava and

Haemaphysalis longicornis accounted for about 10%. The present study revealed the distribution of the tick species in

Ehime prefecture, which contributes to the better understanding of how the tick-bome diseases are controlled and

prevented.
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