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Dynamics of Chinemys reevesii on Hakata Island, Imabari City, Ehime Prefecture, Japan

Hiroshi MURAKAMI, Koji TOYOSHIMA, Koji HAYASAKA,
Ryosuke TAKAHASHI, Yuta NORITOMO

In order to clarify the dynamics of freshwater turtles in Ehime Prefecture, analyses were conducted using Chinentys
reevesii, which is caught as bycatch during the trapping survey of Chelydra serpentina conducted on Hakata Island, Imabari
City. We used traps modified to prevent turtles from suffocating to death and fish entrails as bait. The survey frequency was
once or twice a month, and the data captured from June to September were used for the analysis. In 2018, carapace length and
the number of males and females were recorded, and the blackened and unblackened forms of males were also recorded only
in the June survey. All captured turtle species except Chelydra serpentina were released at the capture sites. A total of 232 traps
were set during the study period, and 1542 Chinemys reevesii were captured. The number of Chinemys reevesii captured was
not influenced by the month of capture, but by the survey site and year. The sex ratio by month of capture was constant in all
survey years. There was a statistically significant difference in carapace length between blackened and non-blackened adult

males.

- 46 -



